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Cost of IT



Saving Money
We’ll look at:

• Printing

• Software – free /low cost

• Freeware /shareware

• Open Source• Open Source

• Software Licensing

• Free / “Pay as you Go” Cloud Computing

• Telecoms



Printing
A quick quiz.....what’s the cost (in $) of a gallon  of:

White text spacer

Chanel No 5 $25,600.00

Insulin $9,411.76

Evian Mineral Water $6.40Evian Mineral Water $6.40

Penicillin                                   $301.49

Black Printer Ink $2,701.52



Printing

• DeskJet (ink jet)

• Laser – monochrome or colour?

• Century Gothic (20% saving over Times New Roman)

(University of Wisconsin study)(University of Wisconsin study)

• ecofont – www.ecofont.eu (25% saving)

• eBay /refilling services

• Duplex print 

• Resolution – e.g. 600 x 600 dpi 

• Speed – ppm (monochrome / colour)

• Sheet Feeder Capacity



Fed up paying Microsoft?  
How much is Bill Gates worth? 

(according to Forbes magazine 2009)

$148 Billion?

$ 42 Billion?$ 42 Billion?

$ 53 Billion?
Microsoft have been brilliant at introducing 
software across the world –

(MS Office 2010 Professional £351.41 single 
user full version)

but there are cheaper, viable alternatives...



Freeware & Shareware  
Freeware

• Software available at no cost (or optional fee)

• Fully functional for unlimited period

• Copyright may impose restrictions on use (e.g. no business use)

Shareware
• Software usually offered as ‘Try before you Buy’• Software usually offered as ‘Try before you Buy’

• $0 Shareware

• Low cost e.g. $20 – 50

• ‘Nag screen’ / limited period of use

Further info:
• Tucows:       www.tucows.com  
• Downloads: www.download.com 

Take care – some other sites may harbour viruses!



Open Source Software

• Freely available to improve, change and distribute

• You HAVE used this....(you just don’t know it.....)

• Reduced cost of acquisition

• Increased flexibility

• Increased reliability and security

• How do people make money from this?

Further info:

• The Open Source Initiative – www.opensource.org 



OpenOffice
OpenOffice is a free alternative to the 
Microsoft Office Suite

• MS Word >>> Writer
• MS Excel >>> Calc
• MS Access >> Base
• MS PowerPoint >>>> Impress• MS PowerPoint >>>> Impress

• Also includes Draw (drawing) and Math (maths /formulas) programs
• Backed by Oracle Inc

• Files can be saved as MS format, so you can still continue to share with  
Microsoft users

Get it from www.openoffice.org

(Guess what this presentation is being run in....) 



GIMP & Picasa
GIMP (Gnu Image Manipulation Program) allows advanced image /photo 
editing

Open Source – from:

www.gimp.org

Picasa is a simple image /photo editing program 
from Google. Also allows easy photo sharing too

Open Source – from:

www.picasaweb.google.com



Software Licensing
• OEM – original equipment manufacturer

• Single Licence (individual PC)

• Volume License (purchased for number of PC’s)

• Upgrade License e.g. MS Office 2007 >>> 2010

“Buy ALL the licenses you need – but ONLY the licens es you need”!

Important: keep software up-to-date, use automatic updates if  possible

Useful Links:

• Microsoft - www.microsoft.com/uk/licensing  



Cloud Computing
" Cloud Computing Will Be As Influential As E-busin ess” 

Source: gartner.com

• What is it?

• Most up-to-date versions

• What do you need to 
work in this way?

• Pros and cons

Some examples......



Google Apps
• FREE for personal / non-profit use

• £33 per annum Premier Edition per user

• Googlemail / Google Calendar /Google Docs - documents, spreadsheets 
& presentations + other services

• Secure web based - access your data from anywhere• Secure web based - access your data from anywhere

• Import and export traditional file formats 

• Information sharing and collaborative working

• 99.9% uptime SLA for Premier Edition users

Further information:  www.google.com/apps 



Microsoft Office Live
• Manage your business in the office or remotely

• Free Website , Free Web hosting – 500MB

• Domain registration £10.99 for 2 years

• Free visitor and usage statistics

• Free Email

• Free Contact Manager

• Free Document Manager

• Team Workspace – 5 users free

Further information:  http://smallbusiness.officelive.com



Collaborative Working
• If you need to work collaboratively on projects with clients or 

colleagues

• Shared workspace / files /whiteboard / discussions etc

• Free for personal use & charities, from £25 per month 

Further info: www.huddle.net

www.huddle.net



Sending Large Files
• Avoid email file size restrictions

• Lite User - free 1Gb monthly upload limit / 100 Mb file size

• Pro User – unlimited use / 2Gb file size

• Plug-ins / Add-ins: e.g. Outlook and PhotoShop

www.yousendit.com



Other useful free resources
The web is full of useful, free resources e.g.

• Keep all your bookmarks /favourites online with www.delicious.com
• Edit, organise and share images online at www.flickr.com 
• Expand your business networks via www.linkedin.com



Voice Over Internet Protocol (VoIP)
• Telephone calls via Broadband Internet – e.g. Skype / Vonage

• Reduced costs

• PC to PC

• VoIP Telephone

• On your mobile

Further Info:Further Info:

• UK Resource for Internet Telephony - www.voip.org.uk 

• Skype - www.skype.com  Vonage – www.vonage.co.uk 
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